
WAIKATO RIVER TRAIL – Arapuni to Jones Landing 
Topo50 Maps: BE35 Putaruru                    GPS: NZTM on WGS84 

How to get to START: 

 Exit Taupo northwards on SH1 to pass Atiamuri (30min) 

 Stay on SH1 passing the turn off  to SH30 (Te Kuiti) 

 Pass Kinleith Mill (45min) 

 In Tokoroa turn left to SH32 for Turangi [Hospital sign] (50min) 

 Four mins on turn right to Old Taupo Road heading NW 

 Cross roads at 1:10min go straight still on Old Taupo Road 

 Join Arapuni Road at 1:45min 

 Park (WP01) in Arapuni on RHS of road near signed start of River Trail 
Total drive time from Taupo approximately 1:20 minutes. 

Rough description: A different walk with a lot of driving and van moving involved.  A 

short scenic stroll from Arapuni gives a view of the massive swing bridge plus the 

power station then along the bluffs above the Waikato River, passing Arapuni Dam 

then a good viewpoint before descending to the riverside again.  Distance covered is 

just over 5km with height loss and gain of 100 metres.  

Detail: Once parked (WP01119masl)  at the bend in the road in Arapuni go down the 

small sign-posted lane on the NW side of the road to the Arapuni swing bridge 

(WP0295masl) which is huge and carries a 30 person limit.  Views of the river and power 

station from the bridge are good.  Back track off the bridge then head SSW parallel to 

the river and proceed virtually on the top of the bluffs with wooded slopes above the 

Waikato and fields of cows on the left.   

 

 
BLUE line = SH1, SH32 and other roads 
RED line = tramp route 

 

After about 25 minutes the track heads quite steeply down into the gorge on zig-zags 

(WP03130masl) and views of the Arapuni Dam are offered. 

In just over 30 minutes the track emerges out on to the tar seal (WP04112masl) which crosses 

the dam, to continue on the River Trail cross straight over the road and pick up the signs 

again but stay awake as the trail does slide off to the right as a meadow is crossed.  The 

good track again runs along the top of the bluffs at the junction from farm land to reserve – 

there is a memorial plaque on a large boulder (WP05133masl) to a local dignitary and 

beneficiary and a well situated picnic table and bench (WP06112masl) is reached within one 

hour or so. 

Some hard work is required after the picnic site as the track zig-zags upwards and there is 

the choice to continue the grunt all the way to the lookout (WP07192masl) at the top or slide 

on past this invitation to go have a look at the views – the views are good and worth the 

effort and a clear view of Maungatautari can be seen.  Once on the way down after the look-

out there is a large rock / section of the bluff with a Koru carved in it (WP08 192masl).  Soon 

after the carving there is a set of steps zig-zagging down into the river valley – take the right 

branch when you meet it – and within 1:50 minutes the tar seal of Arapuni Lake Road 

(WP10122masl) is reached.  From this point it is only minutes to the car park / reserve 

(WP11116masl) on the edge of the Waikato where toilets can be found. 
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GPS Notes:  GPS  Garmin GPSmap 60CSx     WP = Waypoint as taken by GPS unit     masl = metres above sea level 

 


