
Te IRINGA 
260 Series Map: Kaimanawa, U19            NZ Grid  GPS: Geodetic Datum 1949 
Topo50 Map:  BH37 Rangitaiki      NZTM  GPS: NZTM on WGS84       
How to get to START:  
• Exit Taupo on SH5 for Napier. 
• In about 25 minutes turn right into Taharua Road at 27.5km 
• After 8 minutes again turn right (36.5km) into Clements Mill Road which 

quickly becomes gravel (36 min / 38.5km) and enters the forest 
• After 10 minutes on this gravel road the Te Iringa car park is on the left – 

park here 
 

NB All times and distances are from the police station on the Domain in Taupo 
Rough description: A moderately hard, 21km out-and-back walk involving 
about 1,000m of ascent taking 5 - 7 hours which can be done on even a very 
wet, rainy day. Going outwards beyond 2 hours or so involves some serious 
downhill meaning a bit of a grunt on the return. 
The path is pretty good most of the time though there are one or two slightly 
tricky bits due to windfalls and / or streamline crossings. This path can be 
walked even in inclement weather as the superb forest offers good shelter and 
the surface of the path is clean and relatively dry – there is no mud! 
This is a superb forest area and there are some large trees still standing plus 
some of the artifacts from logging days can be seen. 
An indication of the route to the start is the BLUE line running on and turning off SH5 on to 
Clements Mill Road. The location of the car park on Clements Mill Road is where the RED 
line starts – the red line being the tramp route.  

 
Access 

 
Detail:  Park in the small car park (TI01841masl)) ten minutes down the gravel section of Clements Mill Road.  There is a gated 
entry to the track which is well groomed for the first several hundred metres.  The forest is very dense and lush in this area 
hence it offers pretty good shelter on days with bad weather.  Soon after starting to walk a high (2-3 metres) tree stump will be 
seen on the right; this is a remnant from pre-chainsaw logging days.  Inspection will show wedges cut into the upper part of the 
stump and these were used to support the platform where the loggers stood to use their axes and huge hand saws.  There are 
also some nice little streams to cross and these do not present much of a hazard apart from slippery rocks in the bottom. 
There are not many features to note on this track. Even with a 
morning tea stop the site of the old Te Iringa Hut (TI021101masl)) 
is reached in well under 2 hours, the hut was burned down some 
10 years or so ago (1994). 
There is a very pleasant meadow area allowing camping and a 
sign-board exists in case of confusion after a good night’s sleep.   
Presently there are only two clear exits from this site but pre 
Cyclone Bola there was a link track to Punchy’s Road – refer 
separate tramping note on Punchy’s Road.  On clear days there 
are views of the mountain (Ruapehu) from the ridge 
(TI031159masl) about 10 minutes after the hut clearing. 
Continuing on from the clearing the path is not quite as wide or 
smooth and it does ascend a little more steeply but no real effort 
required.  Ten minutes further on the trail transfers to the other 
(east) side of the ridge and at this point the ridge is rather narrow 
– again on good, clear days views are offered from around here 
(TI041116masl) and Poronui Station can be seen. There are 
several wind-fall damaged sections and some care has to be 
taken as there are associated landslips. 

Stream crossing 

 
Te Iringa Hut clearing 

 

Attempts  have been made in the past to try and locate 
the “Filthy Bivouac” which exists somewhere beyond the 
high point of the ridge but all efforts failed. 
About 2:30 min out the downhill starts (TI051095masl) but 
this is a long, relentless slope rather than anything to test 
the legs – or the lungs on the way back up.  In fact there 
are many gentle sections of good track virtually on the 
contour (TI061091masl) so fast progress can normally be 
maintained up and downslope. 
Further down there are some gentle zig zags and the 
approach to the Tikitiki Stream is indicated by another 
short section of zig zags on a steep slope.  The camp site 
(TI07694masl) is a very pleasant level area close to the 
stream edge in an area of beech trees.  To continue on 
towards Cascade Hut it is necessary to get down to the 
stream edge, or into it, where a length of rope can be 
seen on the opposite bank off to the SE. 
Total time taken to reach the campsite was 3:30 minutes 
including smoko, lunch being taken at the campsite. On 
the way in there were 480metres of ascent and 571m of 
descent all within a distance of 10.5km.  Easy to work out 
the whole walk is a half-marathon and there is more 
ascent on the way out than on the way in. 



Map and Google Image with GPS data 
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NZTM Grid 

 

 
The walk can be lengthened or shortened at will depending on the 
party, weather conditions or time available. 
• For youngsters getting to the Te Iringa clearing is usually enough 

and they have somewhere to explore on arrival 
• For the fitter bodies another 30 minutes or so downstream from the 

campsite gets one to the Kaipo River and the swing bridge – from 
there other routes out can be found. 

 
It should be noted that this track is now also classified as a bike track 
(Grade 5) according to the DoC track notice. This notice also advises 
that the Cascade, Oamaru and other huts can be accessed but the 
map on the notice is not really of much use and attention has to be paid 
to land owners currently manifesting themselves – refer to DoC for up-
to-date information.  If planning to pass out via Poronui Station the 
“Roar” should be avoided and a check made with the manager during 
other seasons. 

Notes: 
• GPS Garmin GPSMap 60csx 
• WP = Waypoint as taken by GPS unit 
• masl = metres above sea level 

 

 
Tikitiki Stream campsite 

 

 


