MANGATEPOPO to the CHATEAU
Topo50 Map: BH34 Raurimu & BH35 Turangi

GPS: NZTM on WGS84

How to get to START: Exit Taupo on SH1 down the lake for 47km in 45

Access

minutes to Turangi then:
 Follow the Desert Road (SH1) and turn off right on to SH46 for Rangipo
 Continue on SH46 to the T-junction with SH47 and turn left
 At 90km (1:15 min) left on to gravel road for Mangatepopo & Tongariro
Crossing – speed limit 40kph
 Park and off-load at car park with toilets at 96km and about 1 hour 30 minutes
driving from Taupo.
The location of the tramp can be seen in the bottom right of map sheet BH34
NB There are now restrictions on how long one can park at certain times of the
year, check with DoC Whakapapa
Rough Description: This is a walk of only 10km but it can feel much longer as it
is on a badly eroded, gullied track which is part of the Northern Circuit and Round
the Mountain tramps. It is locally known as the “ditch” and maintenance repairs are
usually wiped out by the effects of inclement weather. Track notices do advise 3 –
5 hours may be required depending on the conditions. The use of tramping boots
with a good tread is recommended as is the use of a tramping pole – though
sometimes both hands are required to negotiate some sections.
Detail: In general drop off at Mangatepopo as the start point is often preferred but there are now parking restrictions at certain
times of the year as this is also the start of the Tongariro Alpine Crossing so pick-up / drop-off time has to be carefully planned.
Parking is also becoming tight in Whakapapa around the other end of the track behind the Chateau. Overall it probably would
make more sense to start at the Chateau and get picked up at Mangatepopo 3 -4 hours later when the main congestion in the
Mangatepopo car park has eased.
A blow by blow description is not given
as a look at the map is indication
enough of what is in store – endless
stream line crossings. In general those
that present a bit of a challenge or have
a bridge have been way-pointed and
the easy ones just not mentioned.
The time and distance to reach the
various gullies is supplied but it must be
noted that some people can travel
much quicker than others and that even
the skilled can slip-over on this track
Junction at WP02
Yes this is the track
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Very slippery descent

Helping each other over a bad bit
The bigger bridge at WP13 is over the Taranaki Stream
and is where an off- track tramp from the Lower Tama Lake
joins the track; this tramp is also a bit of challenge requiring
scrambling along with navigational skills.
The last couple of kilometres include a slightly tricky
descent down degrading steps to the bridge over the
Wairere Stream WP16. On crossing the bridge the route
turns right and follows the tourist track back to Whakapapa
and is generally pretty easy walking but the odd flight of
steps upwards keeps the lungs and legs in action

Final section with view of the Chateau

Notes:





GPS Garmin GPSMap 62sc
WP = Waypoint as taken by GPS unit
masl = metres above sea level as recorded by GPS unit

