
WAIKAREMOANA GREAT WALK 
Topo50 Maps:  BG39 Ruatahuna & BG40 Waikaremoana                GPS: NZTM on WGS84 

Topo250 Map:     Sheet 10 
 

To get to START: Exit Taupo north-eastwards heading for Rotorua 

 Pass rainbow Mountain then 

 Turn right to SH38 at 63km in 46 mins heading for Murapara 

 Pass Murupara at 81km in 57 mins 

 Toilet stop at Rangitaiki Visitors Centre at 84km in 1 hour 

 Minginui turn off at 102km in 1:28 min, go on gravel SH38 

 Coffee stop at Ruatahuna Shop at 131km in 2:10mins 

 Left on to Hopuruahine access track at 159km in 3 hours 

 Start point at swing bridge on right at 160km in 3:02 mins 
Total drive time from Taupo approximately 3 hours with the above 

description ending in the middle of sheet W18 opposite.  From early 2010 

Goudies Road has been closed to the public so it is now necessary to 

pick up SH38 near Rainbow Mountain on SH5. 

Rough description:  The drive from Taupo takes roughly 3 hours 

covering 160km. There is a short section of gravel on Goudies Road 

through the forest before turning right onto SH38 then a longer section 

from the Minginui turn-off on SH38 to the start of the tramp. 

 

 

 
Distances are from the Police Station in Taupo and the original route via 

Goudies Road is shown as the BLUE line. Study of the map shows SH38 

which can be picked-up from SH5 which from Taupo to Rotorua as described 

opposite. RED lines are part of the tramp 
 

This latter gravel section requires care as there are many blind 

corners and crests, steep edges and a fair amount of loose 

gravel on the road in places. 

The tramp takes 4 days with 3 nights in DOC Huts. Day 1 

comprises easy walking for 3:40minutes (12.5km) from the 

start at the swing bridge just off SH38 to the Waiharuru Hut, 

quite new and very spacious. 

Day 2 is a long one covering about 21km in 8:30 minutes to 

reach the Waiopaoa Hut (very new) and includes a “pack-free” 

one hour easy walk to see the Korokoro waterfalls. Day 3 is 

basically uphill from the Waiopaoa Hut to the Panekiri Hut with 

an overall altitude gain of 600m covering 11.3 km in 4 hours to 

4:30 mins. This hut is earning a reputation of being 

unsupervised by DOC and can be rather dirty so be prepared 

to do some cleaning.  

Day 4 comprises about 4 hours to 4:30 mins over 12km losing 

an overall 550m in altitude with a fair bit of ascending on the 

rolling terrain of the bluffs. 

 

Road from start point (W01) to campground (W56) 

 
Normal procedure is to get dropped off at the start (W01) with an 

arrangement as to day and time for pick-up at the end of the tramp – drivers 

and helpers stay in the superb accommodation in the Waikaremoana 

campsite (W43) which has a good shop and fuel. This campsite is a further 

20km down SH38.as shown in the map above. 

Water Taxi Pick-up (W03) 

 

The end is in pleasant meadows leaving a walk on virtually level track for about 10 

minutes to reach the car park at Onepoto where one should be picked up by the support 

crew. If a support crew does not exist many trampers start at the Waikaremoana camp 

ground and get dropped either by the water-taxi near the start of the walk as described 

above or by road at the swing bridge.  Pick-up can be arranged via the water-taxi at the 

camp ground. 

This is a challenging walk on un-manicured footpaths so strength and skill is required, 

especially for some of the ascents and in areas where problems have been caused by 

windfalls.  There is some really beautiful forest walking and the views of Lake 

Waikaremoana and the Panekiri Bluffs are outstanding.  There are several minor day and 

part-day walks that can be tackled from the camp ground as part of the recovery process 

afterwards. 

                                                                                                                Superb new hut 

Day 1 Swing Bridge at Hopuruahine (W01) to Waiharuru Hut (W08)     
GPS derived data indicate 12.5km, minimum elevation 578m and maximum elevation 671m 

in 3 hours 40 minutes. The Waiharuru Hut is very new, spacious and comfortable with the 

kitchen and sleeping areas in separate parts of the building. There is a gas heater but no 

cooking facilities supplied so carry a stove. 
 

After the 3 hour drive from Taupo to the access road to the Hopuruahine Landing 

the walk starts at the swing bridge (W01) one km down this access road.  Cross 

the bridge, it says a ford on the map but there is a bridge, and turn left then in 10 

minutes go straight at a T-junction (W02) in the path. Within 30 minutes there is a 

small beach, table and sign showing this is a water-taxi drop-off / pick-up point 

(W03).  There is a swing bridge (W04) with low bluffs on the right hand side of the 

path after 42 minutes then ten minutes later there is a wooden walkway (W05) on 

the cliff with a view of the lake.  
 



 

  

 

 
The Whanganui Hut (W06) is passed in 1:15 minutes after a walkway and a small waterfall. A longish stretch without too many 

features, apart from nice forest, follows and the Tapuaenui Campsite (W07) is reached in 2:30 minutes. From here the track 

moves SW away from the lake with some ascending then a drop down to the site of the old Te Puna Hut, this hut no longer exists 

so do not bother looking for it. The Waiharuru Hut (W08) is reached in a total walk time of 3:40 minutes.  Overall the track for Day 

1 is good with no tricky sections, there are several meadow-like areas, rolling slopes with nothing too strenuous and several low 

cliff / bluff walls on the inside of the path which passes through very good native bush. 

Day 2 Waiharuru Hut (W09) to Waiopaoa Hut via Korokoro Waterfall 
 

GPS derived data indicate 19.3 km, minimum elevation 575m and maximum elevation 651m in 8 hours 30 minutes. The Waiopaoa 

Hut is very new, in excellent order and is more traditional in design with kitchen and dorms within one building, as with the 

Waiharuru Hut there are no cooking facilities. 
 

From the Waiharuru Hut (W09) the rather eroded track sets out 

southwards following the lake edge in a south westerly direction. In 

35minutes there is an area of Manuka and palms then some smooth rock 

(W10) with a ladder, after this there is a steep, root-infested ascent and 

hard work plus care is needed to avoid tripping. The ensuing descent is 

through a stream line within a landslip zone.  

Two hours into the tramp there are several tricky detours due to windfalls 

and then there is a swing bridge with a sign board – detour 3 minutes to 

the left for a coffee stop at the Marauiti Hut (W11).  Back on the track 

continue in a westerly direction without too many notable features apart 

from a signboard (W12) in 25 minutes from Marauiti Hut – go right – then 

a notice-board (W13) in 3 hours’ total walk time where the route is 

straight ahead.  By this time the “being in the wilderness” feeling does 

make itself felt. 

Windfall damage  

 



  

 

 
Marauiti Hut  

 

 

Two or three private huts situated in lovely 

spots are encountered (W14) below steep 

cliffs in about 3:25 walk-time. After this the 

going gets a bit tougher with steep slopes and 

landslip areas (W15) – good time for a lunch 

break!  After lunch the plod up and down slope 

through the forest seems endless but there 

are sign boards to the Korokoro campsite 

(W16 and W17) in about 6:20 minutes walk 

time followed by a swing bridge then the 

junction (W18) to the right for the Korokoro 

falls in 6:22 min. 

 

Private Hut 

 
 

Get on to the falls track and dump your pack in the bush and enjoy the floating feeling of walking the thirty minutes up to the falls – 

the notice says 20 minutes but is wrong.  The final stream crossing has a wire rope to assist but care on the boulders is still 

needed. The falls (W19) are well worth the visit.  Once back on the main track the long distance slog continues with the “getting-

heavier-by-the-minute-rucksack” but keep going for the end is nigh and the hut can be see from a fair distance out, but never 

seems to get any closer. 

Korokoro Falls 

 

 

About 50 minutes from the Korokoro Falls 

junction there is a swing bridge (W20) in a 

meadow, five minutes later there is a wooden 

bridge (W21), then a T-junction with a sign for 

the hut (W22) whilst the Waiopaoa Hut itself 

(W23) is reached two minutes later in a total 

walk time of 8:30 minutes. 

 

Swing Bridge 

 



Day 3 Waiopaoa Hut to Panekiri Hut 

GPS derived data indicate 8.3km, minimum elevation 586m and maximum elevation 1188m in 4 hours 20 minutes.  The Panekiri 

Hut is older and, unfortunately, is gaining a reputation for being rather neglected – that is it is not properly supervised by DOC staff, 

used by trampers without bookings and can be rather dirty and untidy.  Otherwise it is a good location with great views, sunsets and 

sunrises so be prepared to do some cleaning when you arrive.  Also, the gas fire is very temperamental and the lighting instructions 

have to be followed to the letter. 

Day 3 is the “uphill” day on the Waikaremoana Great Walk with about 600m of overall altitude gain; this can be seen in the altitude 

profile shown .  The rather strange totally vertical rises in this figure are due to the presence of two flights of steps up rather 

precipitous cliff sections.  From the hut one goes back out a few minutes to rejoin the main track then it is straight uphill through 

lush forest and soon there are several rolling slopes giving a few minutes downhill every so often. 

The first serious ascent, with big steps otherwise known as “anti-hobbit-traps”, starts after about 30 minutes but slopes ease off 

after 20 minutes or so (W24) in an area with huge native trees and many ferns.  The thick forest continues till an open area (W26) 

below the cliff / bluff face is reached in 1:50 minutes.  Views are rather restricted until just over 2 hours’ walking time (W27) when 

there is a view out over the lake.  Fifteen minutes after this the slope is very steep and the first of the wooden steps or staircases is 

met.  

Day 3 

  
 

 

 

 
The vertical sections in the “profile” must be when the steps were used 

Panekiri Hut from Trig Point 

 

By 2 hours 20 minutes the top of the 

second staircase (W29) is reached.  

The first good view of the lake is gained 

after just on 3 hours (W30) when an 

open ridge is traversed. The undulating 

to rolling ascent continues for the next 

hour and a very good view (W31) is to 

be had shortly before arriving at the 

Panekiri Hut (W32) in about 4:20 

minutes. 

Panekiri Trig 

 

Day 4 Panekiri Hut to Onepoto via Panekiri Bluffs 

GPS derived data indicate 10.4 km, minimum elevation 617m and maximum elevation 1178m in 4 hours 20 minutes 

Received advice is that Day 4 is relentless downhill; this is totally wrong as there seems, at times, to be as much ascending as 

there is descending but there is an overall loss of about 550 metres so the perception of excessive uphill must be the effect of 

tired legs.  Not too many views so stay awake and do not miss those that do exist of the bluffs.  On leaving the hut pass the Trig 

point on your left: a GPS check here agreed well with mapped altitude.  The first down-slope comes very soon and, again, there 

are “anti-hobbit-traps” in the form of huge steps!  After this the terrain is rolling, as can be seen in the “Altitude Profile”, and there 

is a semi-serious loss of altitude after about one hour when some tricky footwork is needed. A good view of the bluffs is available 

after 1:10 minutes (W35) after which there is some serious re-ascending via several zigzags or switchbacks.   



After 1:40 minutes an open area (W36) is reached after ascending through a “Hobbit underpass” – almost a tunnel covered over 

by long grasses.  From this area there are good all-round views and even Mount Ruapehu can be seen. The end of the bluffs 

ridge is reached in 3 hours (W39) and the descent proper begins.  A good progress indicator is found at the next Trig point (W40) 

in about 3:40 minutes walking time. The relentless part of the descent now starts and finally one bursts out into the open in a 

meadow (W41) after another 35 minutes. From here it is only 5 or 6 minutes along the very well formed grassy track to the car-

park (W42) at Onepoto where, hopefully, someone is waiting to pick you up and transport you to the delights of the 

Waikaremoana campsite with hot showers etc. 

 Day 4 

 

 

 

 
 



Panekiri Bluffs Face 

 

Open Area with Bluffs View 

 
 

The End 

 

What Was Walked over on Day 4 

 
Lake Waikaremoana 
 

 
GPS Garmin Summit  on UGeodetic datum 1949U with suspect signal  WP = Waypoint as taken by GPS unit masl = metres above sea level  

 


